WOKING FC SQUAD 2011-12 (VERSION 20 27.01.12)

Garry HILL – Manager

Garry was appointed Manager in January 2011 following the departure of Graham Baker. A dramatic upsurge in league form led to the award of a two- year contract in March 2011 and he went on to take the side into the play-offs.  Garry has extensive experience in managing non-League teams, beginning with Heybridge Swifts and St Albans City.  In summer 1999 he took over at Dagenham and Redbridge, where he enjoyed great success, leading them to the Isthmian League title and promotion to the Conference in his first season.  The following season saw the Daggers finish in third place.  They went one better in the next campaign, missing promotion on goal difference from Boston United, who were subsequently deducted points for financial irregularities but allowed to retain their League place.  In 2002-03 Dagenham played in the inaugural Play-Off Final, losing to Doncaster Rovers.  Garry resigned the following season after a poor league run.  He also enjoyed great FA Cup runs with the Daggers, leading them to the Third Round twice and once to the Fourth Round. In May 2004 he became Manager of Hornchurch but left when the club went into administration in January 2005.  In March 2005 he joined Weymouth, leading them to promotion to the Conference the following season.  The club’s financial melt-down in January 2007 led to his departure and, the following month, he became Manager of Rushden and Diamonds, leaving in February 2009.

Steve THOMPSON – First Team Coach

Steve Thompson started his football career with Saltash United in the Western League, while also serving in the RAF, becoming a physical fitness instructor.  In 1981 he moved into the League with Bristol City and Torquay United before returning to Falmouth and then Saltash.  In 1987 he joined Slough United, playing there for five years before Martin O’Neill took him to Wycombe Wanderers for a £15k fee in February 1992.  Steve was part of the Chairboys’ side which lifted the Conference title and the FA Trophy and, in 1994, played in the Division 3 Play-Off Final.  He joined Woking in August 1996, collecting another Trophy winner’s medal the following season when the Cards defeated Dagenham and Redbridge.  Forever etched in the memory of Woking fans is Steve’s dramatic last-minute equaliser at Premiership Coventry City in the FA Cup.  In March 1998 Steve joined Yeovil as player/fitness coach, taking over briefly as Manager in late 1999 and then serving as Assistant Manager under successive managers before taking the reins again in October 2005.  In May 2006 he reverted to coach under Russell Slade, with the Glovers reaching the League 1 Play-Off Final in 2007.  Steve left Yeovil in February 2009 following Slade’s departure.  In his mid-40s Steve appeared for Bridgewater Town and Shaftesbury Town before becoming Manager of Truro City in December 2009, leaving in March 2010.  He was appointed First Team Coach at Woking in January 2011 following Garry Hill’s appointment as Manager and also subsequently signed a two-year contract.

Moses ADEMOLA – Forward 
D.O.B. 18.07.89.  Signed on a loan deal from Brentford in August 2009 and then put his pen to a first contract in January 2010.  Played youth team football for Cray Wanderers.  Scored 19 goals for Croydon Athletic in the 2007-08 season, leading to contract with the Bees in May 2008.  Made eight substitute appearances for the Bees and had a spell on loan with Welling United in the 2008-09 season.  Quick, skilful forward who can play through the middle or on the flank.

Dale BINNS – Midfielder

D.O.B. 08.07.81.  Pacy left-winger who started his football career at Hendon before joining Cambridge City and then Stevenage Borough. Was part of Lewes’s promotion-winning side in 2008, subsequently gaining promotion again with Hayes and Yeading after a spell at Maidenhead United.  Joined Farnborough in June 2010 and was voted a member of the BSBS ‘team of the year’ last season.  Signed for the Cards in summer 2011.
Mike CESTOR – Defender

D.O.B. 30.04.92.  Young French left-back or centre half who joined the Cards for a second one month’s loan from Leyton Orient on 12 January 2012, having had a successful loan spell at Kingfield earlier this season.  Joined the O’s youth set-up in the 2009-10 season, signing a professional contract in December 2009, and impressing in an FA Youth Cup run.  Made O’s first team debut in a Carling Cup tie in August 2010 and has had a loan spell at Boreham Wood.
Paris COWAN-HALL – Forward

D.O.B. 05.10.90. Pacy right-winger or striker who signed for the Cards on the eve of the new season.  Came through Rushden and Diamonds’ youth set-up before joining Portsmouth in 2007.  Had loan spells at Grimsby Town in 2009-10, signing for Scunthorpe United on non-contract terms in summer 2010.  Returned to Rushden on loan in February 2011 and was released by the Iron at the end of that season.
Jay DAVIES – Midfielder

D.O.B. 26.12.91.  Busy young midfielder who had a successful spell at Kingfield last season on work experience terms from Peterborough United before signing for Farnborough on transfer deadline day.  Had made one appearance for the Posh as a substitute in a Carling Cup tie. Garry Hill was delighted to bring him back to Kingfield in summer 2011. 

Adam DOYLE – Defender
D.O.B. 23.03.86.  Left-sided, combative central defender signed from Farnborough just before the start of last season.  Formerly with feeder side, Bisley Sports, Adam joined Farnborough during the 2007-08 season, going on to make over 100 appearances for them. Enjoyed a very successful first season at Kingfield, winning two ‘player of the year’ awards.
Derek DUNCAN – Defender

D.O.B. 23.04.87.  Left-back signed from Ebbsfleet United in summer 2011 but who originally started his career as a left-winger with Leyton Orient.  Joining the O’s at age 16, he went on to make over 20 League appearances before being released in 2007, also having a loan spell at Lewes.  Joined Wycombe Wanderers, making two appearances before leaving Adams Park in January 2009.  Signed for Ebbsfleet till the end of that season before joining AFC Wimbledon in summer 2009.  Made 31 appearances for the Dons before returning to Ebbsfleet in July 2010. Was a regular in the Fleet’s promotion-winning side, adding another 28 league appearances to his previous 13.
Josh GRIFFITHS – Midfielder

D.O.B. 27.03.92. Academy graduate awarded his first contract in summer 2011.  Right-sided attacking player, previously with Croydon Athletic, who played a vital part in the championship-winning Youth Conference League side last season. 
Elvis HAMMOND – Forward 

D.O.B. 06.10.80.  Born in Ghana and started his football career in Fulham’s Academy, making his first team debut in September 2000.  After loan spells at Bristol Rovers, Norwich City, RBC Roosendaal and Leicester City he joined the Foxes in a £250k deal in September 2005.  Made over 50 appearances for Leicester before joining Cheltenham Town in November 2008.  Left Cheltenham in March 2010, briefly joining Sutton United in October 2010 before signing for the Cards later that month.  Capped for Ghana in March 2006.  Notched 16 goals in Woking colours last season.
Aaron HOWE – Goalkeeper

D.O.B. 05.10.87. Came through the Woking Academy to make two first team appearances in 2007 before joining Carshalton Athletic in March that year.  Signed for Hayes and Yeading in summer 2008, joining Havant and Waterlooville a year later.  Went on to make over 70 appearances for the Hawks before re-joining the Cards in summer 2011. 
Wayne GRAY – Forward

D.O.B. 07.11.80.  Experienced striker with over 300 League appearances to his credit, signed in summer 2011.  Started football career with Wimbledon in 1999, making some 75 appearances and enjoying loan spells with Swindon, Port Vale, Leyton Orient and Brighton and Hove Albion, before joining Southend United in 2004.  Part of two promotion-winning sides at Roots Hall before signing for Yeovil Town in 2006 and then Leyton Orient a year later. Joined AFC Hornchurch in 2009 followed by Grays Athletic.  Signed for Cambridge United last season but was released on financial grounds, joining Chelmsford City in February 2011, for whom he scored 12 goals in 23 appearances. 
Alan INNS – Defender 

D.O.B. 05.06.82. Experienced centre back who joined the Cards in summer 2010 from AFC Wimbledon. Started his career at Oxford City and Wokingham Town before joining Hampton and Richmond Borough in 2002, going on to make over 250 appearances for them before moving to Wimbledon in summer 2008.  Part of the Dons' promotion-winning side in that campaign but injuries restricted his outings the following season. In February 2011 joined Boreham Wood on loan till the end of the season but was recalled to play an important part in the play-off run-in.
Jack KING – Midfielder

D.O.B. 20.08.85.  Signed in summer 2011 from Farnborough, making over 50 appearances for the Cherrywood outfit last season. Joined Farnborough in 2009 after four years at Didcot Town.  Tall, energetic, tough-tackling midfielder who also bags his share of goals.
Andy LITTLE – Goalkeeper

D.O.B. 03.10.74.  Highly-experienced, reliable keeper who joined the Cards in late September 2010 from Croydon Athletic and was ever present thereafter.  Established himself originally at Sutton United before joining Crawley Town in 2000 and was a key member of the side that gained promotion to the Conference National.  Moved to AFC Wimbledon in summer 2005 and made some 150 appearances for the Dons before joining Croydon Athletic in February 2010.  

Joe McNERNEY – Defender 

D.O.B. 24.01.90. Versatile, powerful young Academy graduate who has played in defence, midfield and as a striker but who is now established as a very promising central defender.  Made his league debut at Altrincham on 21 February 2009.  Had loan spells in 2009-10 at Corinthian Casuals and Ashford Town (Middx) and cemented his Kingfield first team place last season with commanding displays, which won him the supporters’ ‘player of the year’ award.
Luke MEDLEY – Forward
D.O.B. 21.06.89.   Pacy 6’1” striker who signed on a month’s loan from Kidderminster Harriers on 10 January 2012.  Had a previous loan spell at Kingfield in the 2009-10 season whilst with Barnet.  Started out in Barnet’s and Spurs’ youth set-ups before joining Bradford City in summer 2007.  Scored with first touch on his league debut.  Had a loan period with Cambridge City before re-joining Barnet in summer 2008.  Subsequently had loan spells with Havant and Waterlooville and Woking before signing for Mansfield in summer 2010.  Scored five goals in 16 appearances for the Stags and also had a loan spell at Aldershot Town.  Joined Kidderminster in summer 2011, going on loan to Lincoln City in November 2011.
Keiran MURTAGH - Midfielder

D.O.B. 29.10.88.  Signed on loan from Cambridge United on 29 December 2011, having enjoyed a very successful loan spell at Kingfield last season when still with Wycombe Wanderers. Creative midfielder who began his football career with Fisher Athletic before joining Yeovil Town in summer 2008.  Made around 50 League appearances for Yeovil in the following two seasons before moving to Adams Park in summer 2010 and then Cambridge United the following summer.  Scored five goals in 13 appearances in his loan spell with Woking last season. Has five caps for Antigua and Barbuda.

Adam NEWTON – Midfielder/Defender
D.O.B. 04.12.80. Started his football career in West Ham’s Academy, being part of their FA Youth Cup-winning side in 1999. Made three first team substitute appearances for the Hammers. Had loan spells at Portsmouth, Notts County and Leyton Orient before joining Peterborough United in May 2002. Notched up over 200 appearances for the Posh, gaining promotion, before signing for Brentford in summer 2008. Part of the Bees’ promotion-winning side in 2009, joining Luton Town that summer.  Signed for the Cards in summer 2011 following release by Luton.  Gained England U21 honours and also represented St Kitts and Nevis.
Matt PEGLER – Goalkeeper
D.O.B.12.08.92. Highly promising young goalkeeper from the Woking Academy who made his debut as a substitute at Basingstoke Town in September 2009.  Previously spent five years in Fulham's youth set-up, followed by a year at QPR and then Aldershot Town.  Was selected for the England Colleges National Team in 2010 and had a loan spell at Fleet Town towards the end of last season.  Has joined Badshot Lea on a short-term loan.
Mark RICKETTS – Midfielder
D.O.B. 07.11.84.  Highly dependable, combative, defensive midfielder who signed for the Cards in summer 2009 after three years at Ebbsfleet United, where he made some 90 appearances and gained an FA Trophy winner’s medal.  Joined Charlton Athletic aged 16 from Wimbledon, spending five years at The Valley, including a brief loan spell at MK Dons, before being released by the Addicks.  Voted players’ and fans’ ‘player of the year’ in 2009-10 campaign.

Mo SHARIFF – Forward
D.O.B. 08.03.93.  Signed on loan from QPR on 27 January 2012.  Started his career in Slough Town’s youth set-up, making his first team debut in summer 2009.  A year later he signed a contract with QPR, which has been extended to March 2013. Has impressed in QPR’s U18 side and has had loan spells at St Albans City and Staines Town. 

Ola SOGBANMU – Forward 
D.O.B. 06.03.92. Powerful striker from the Woking Academy who made his first team debut in an FA Cup replay against Hythe in September 2009, coming off the bench to score two goals and set up another to secure victory for the Cards.

Was selected for the England Colleges National Team in 2010.  Had loan spells last season at Kingstonian and Boreham Wood and is currently on loan at Farnborough.
Giuseppe SOLE – Forward  
D.O.B. 08.01.88. First signed from the Woking Academy, aged 18, in the summer of 2006, Giuseppe had been a prolific scorer in youth football and had also had a successful loan spell at Basingstoke Town. Made an immediate impact, with some sensational free-kicks particularly catching the eye.  His form earned him selection for the England C Team. Was the Cards' top scorer in 2007/08 and again in 2009/10.  In January 2009 joined Ebbsfleet United on loan but re-signed for the Cards the following summer. Joined Newport County in summer 2010 before going on loan to Dorchester Town and then Havant and Waterlooville, for whom he later signed permanently.  Brought back to Kingfield in summer 2011 by Garry Hill.  Joined Basingstoke Town on loan on loan at the end of January 2012.
